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attacks for five months. The Czar, who had at first declined
the active support of Rumania, now gladly accepted it, and
gave command of the besieging force to Prince Charles. When
at last Osman was starved out he ended the episode gloriously
in a sortie in which he was wounded and captured (December
1877). The Russians now resumed their advance, and in
February 1878 they were actually in sight of the minarets of
Constantinople. But they were also within sight of something
much less pleasant—the masts of British ships of war in the
Sea of Marmora. Public opinion in Britain had veered right
round, owing to the feeling that if the Russians once got into
Constantinople they would never get out again, and that their
possession of it would be a perpetual menace to our Indian
Empire. Music-hall ditties declared that
" We don't want to fight, but by jingo if we do,
We've got the men, we've got the ships, we've got the money
too!"
And Disraeli (now Lord Beaconsfield) had the support of
the bulk of the nation (and particularly of Queen Victoria)
in sending the fleet—ostensibly to protect British life and
property in the Turkish capital, but really as a broad hint
to the Czar to keep his hands off it. Alexander was in no
position for further complications, and he hastened to come
to terms with the Sultan. By the Treaty of san stephano
(March 1878), Serbia and Montenegro were to be in-
dependent states with considerable accessions of territory,
while Bosnia and Herzegovina were to become vassal-states
with Christian governors. Moreover, a new state was to
appear on the map—Bulgaria—which was to extend from
the Danube right down to the Aegean, to remain nominally
part of the Ottoman Empire, but to be administered for the
first two years by Russian officials. By way of indemnity for
the cost of the war, the Czar was to take Bessarabia from
Rumania, which was to be reimbursed by the very inferior
Turkish province known as the Dobrudja.

